
Beat them flat with the people’s club 
This country is no land of the Buddha, though ‘stickers’ in some vehicles indicate so. This land at least 
now, is the land of “state thugs”. Of those who have plundered the economy, allowing it to run down a 
steep precipice. Of those who are now throwing media freedom and media lives over the same 
precipice. 
Yesterday (30th June) marked a tragic close to the first half of the year 2008, with two sad and 
disgusting events. Tissanaiyagam was left in detention for another 66 days making it a total of 183 days 
in detention without any charge. Can any one imagine a person being held in detention for 117 days 
without any semblance of a charge and then getting another 66 days to further investigate ? We 
wouldn’t question the efficiency of the TID, but would simply believe, IF 117 days couldn’t reveal any 
thing against Tissainayagam, then the next 66 days wouldn’t either, unless something is fabricated.

This was followed in the evening with the attempted abduction and a brutal attack on journalist Namal 
Perera, the Deputy Head of the Advocacy Section of Sri Lanka Press Institute (SLPI) and Mahendra 
Amaraweera, Head of the Political Section of the British High Commission in Colombo. Both were 
waylaid while travelling in Amaraweera’s vehicle between Polhengoda and Kirulapone, a hoot away 
from the 24 hour Polhengoda security barricade and the Army camp adjoining the Media Ministry and 
the Government Information department. 

This is the brutal continuation of the history of media bashing under this government where journalists 
are ear marked and beaten into submission, if not eliminated. We believe this would continue, given the 
tacit support from the Head of State, who had very clearly told Editors and Publishers they should not 
in any way touch the word defence. According to the President, the media should have nothing to do 
with procurements and promotions in the security forces. Ironically, both the armed forces and the 
Police Department are under the President with his brother as Secretary of the Ministry.

This is no baby talk. The President needs to know the people of this country have a right to know 
where their tax money go and how. It’s the media that plays the facilitator role in that democratic 
process. The media today is being targeted for playing that democratic role. All those media personnel 
who were abducted, detained, tortured and killed from Jaffna to Galle, Sinhalese, Tamil or Muslim, 
were subjected to such inhuman fates for playing their due role in the democratic process as journalists.

Unfortunately, even after protests and lobbying by five media organisations and foreign pressure on the 
government, the media and its journalists are continued to be targeted brutally. We know the answer to 
the question ‘why?’. But we need to ask the question “how is it possible” to continue with this brutality 
against the media.

The answer is not very complicated. The first rule is that, we have to keep more faith in our own social 
forces to take advantage of international support. That has not been the case so far. It is simply that all 
the responsible partners of democracy, of those in the media, have not come together to play their due 
role. The five media organisations are battling it alone and have failed to break their isolation. The 
media as an organised sector have not come together to voice their protest. The Publishers Association 
and the Editors’ Guild who are partners of the SLPI need to throw their timidity away and stand for the 
safety of their own journalists. They have a responsibility and a duty in voicing their protests clear and 
loud against these sordid and brutal attacks on journalists who are their own employees and subordinate 
colleagues. These have now reached a level that would not have answers through compromises any 
more.



The political leaderships that claim they stand for democracy have not taken the issue as seriously as 
they should have taken. Today political statements have very little relevance, unless political parties 
play a positive role in engaging the people in safeguarding democracy with a truly independent and free 
media. 

Media organisations too have to seriously buckle down to bring all these players on to a single forceful 
platform to beat this brutality with the power of the people. And sooner the better it would be.
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